Issue 18 – 01.07.22
MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers
We have had a busy half term in school with many things to celebrate, including sporting
successes, exciting school trips, and most of all fantastic learning.

On Tuesday 28th June the children were able to visit their new classroom and spend an afternoon
with their new class teacher, as part of our transition for their move up to the next year group in
September. This was a very exciting afternoon for the children, who all enjoyed finding out a little
more about the things they will be learning in the next school year.

We had a very successful Sports Day yesterday - thank you to all parents/carers who offered
their support. The generosity displayed by many to ensure all children received refreshments on
the day was very much appreciated; in particular, a very big thank you must go to Vincenzo, the ice
cream man, who very kindly donated ice creams to ensure all children in the Juniors received one.
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Transition visits for the new Reception children have also taken place and were very successful.
We look forward to welcoming all the new starters in September.

A huge thank you must also go to FOSS for organising the Summer Fair, which was very well
attended and enjoyed by all.
We still have a range of exciting activities to enjoy before the end of term, including our ’Big
Splash Week’ next week. On Saturday 9th July we will be taking part in the Black Cherry Fair
Parade and whilst we will not be taking part in the ‘Best Float’ competition, we are still hoping to
participate by creating a simple walking procession. Year 6 have been making their preparations
for moving on to their new secondary schools and on Monday 11th July they will present their end
of term production ‘Zoom’.
STAFFING
The staffing in September will be similar to this year, but there are a few changes. It is with
great pleasure I am able to announce that Miss Tibble will be joining us as a ‘Early Career Teacher’
in September, having successfully completed her SCITT Programme. Therefore, I am now able to
confirm our staffing arrangements for next year, which will be as follows:
Sunbeams (Nursery)

Miss Dyos

Ladybirds (Reception)

Mrs White

Butterflies (Year 1)

Miss Campbell

Grasshoppers (Year 2)

Mrs Thompson

Busy Bees (Infant SLCN)

Mrs Payn (We are hoping to welcome Mrs Payn back all being well)

Falcons (Year 3)
Hawks (Year 4)
Owls (Year 5)
Kites (Year 6)
Robins (Junior SLCN)
Support teachers

Miss Tibble
Miss Aira
Miss Mathers
Mrs Brough
Mrs Muller
Mrs Conn – Cover Teacher
Ms Shand – Cover Teacher
Mrs Lynch - Numbers Count & Nurture Teacher
Mrs Pope – Forest School & Nurture Teacher

CELEBRATION OF WORK OPEN EVENING
You are warmly invited to our Open Evening on Tuesday 19th July between 3:30-5:30pm, when you
will have an opportunity to see some of the work the children have completed this year and say
‘Goodbye’ to this year’s teacher and ‘Hello’ to their new teachers.
Mrs T Ford
Headteacher

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Hawks
Class for the best
attendance in the last two
weeks.

13th-17th June
93.3%
94.3%
95.3%
91.8%
94.6%
96.1%
86.3%
95.2%

WHOLE SCHOOL
Ladybirds
Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks
Owls
Kites
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Well done to:

20th-24th June
89.5%
93.1%
86.3%
92.4%
81.4%
93.9%
93.8%
84.3%

HEADTEACHER

 Bella Larsson - Squires Potato Challenge Prize
 Hywel Lewis - Gold Judo Championship Trophy
 Bella Colborne - Football Player of the Month
Medal
 Florence Hazeldene - Gymnastic Medal
 Iris Mackenzie - Swimming certificate
 Maggie Mackenzie - Learn to Swim Level 4
Certificate and Badge
 Aaron Cavaco / Erin Boulton / Ava Edwards /
Alannah Brough / Adewonuola Osiyemi / Bradley
Finnerty - Encore Theatre Arts Show
Thank you for bringing in your trophies,
certificates and badges for everyone to see.

AWARDS
Well done to the following children
who have been presented with
Headteacher Awards:








Matilda Colborne
Teddy Jackson-Eeles
Bella Larsson
Evie-Elizabeth Taylor
James Ford
Logan Walls

LADYBIRDS CLASS ASSEMBLY

GRASSHOPPERS CLASS ASSEMBLY

Ladybirds were very excited to
perform their 'All around the
world' assembly to their grownups, and the Infant children. With
a flying theme, we flew to England
and marched like soldiers, then
flew onto France and impressed
all by counting to 10 in French,
finally ending our travels in
Africa and performing our dance
routine. The children had the
confidence to stand up and share
where they knew and live.

On Friday 24th June, Grasshoppers lead
their very first class assembly! We chose all
together, to talk about all the great things
we have done throughout the year. Each
child took it in turns to stand up and
speak about a highlight of the year, then
we watched some photos of some of the
amazing things we have done. To conclude,
we surprised our friends and families with
a recorder performance of ‘Mama Mia’
which we have been learning in our music
lessons.

Super geography skills and
confidence building!

We had a great time performing for
everyone and can’t wait until the next one
– we hope we made you proud!

YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT
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On 13th June, Kites Class went to PGL Little Canada on the Isle Of Wight. After a coach journey to
Portsmouth, going past Guildford Cathedral and through the Hindhead tunnel, we stopped for lunch
with a fantastic view of the HMS Warrior. We continued our journey by walking through the train
station and boarding the FastCat to Ryde Pier Head. This only took about 20 minutes and we had a
glorious view from the sundeck, where we could see the Spinnaker tower. After a 10 minute walk along
Ryde Pier, where we had a view of some hovercraft, we reached the place where our coach was picking
us up to take us to Little Canada.
Once we were shown to our rooms, which were log cabins, we had time to chill out before taking a stroll
down to the beach. We were surprised that we could see the Spinnaker Tower and we paddled in the
sea searching for crabs.
Throughout the week, we took part in a wide range of fun activities such as; archery, giant swing,
climbing wall, trapeze, sensory trail, tunnel trail, problem solving, campfire, disco, passport to the
world, vertical challenge, orienteering, low ropes, photo challenge, wacky races and a beach walk. The
food was absolutely amazing and we were always well-fed.
On our last evening, once we had packed and were in our pyjamas, we took a short walk to the creek
just along from our cabins and watched the sunset whilst eating biscuits. This was a truly memorable
moment. We will never forget our residential to the Isle of Wight and we would highly recommend it
for families and other school trips.
By Kites Class

YEAR 6 ACTIVITY WEEK
Whilst some children were making their way
over to the Isle of Wight, some children from
Kites remained in school to take part in a very
exciting week of events. This involved trips to
the park, Costa, swimming and Forest School
sessions, as well as lots of art and craft, such
as making paddle boats and tie dying. At the
end of the week, we made our own pizzas and
cupcakes. We had a fantastic time!

On Wednesday 22nd June, Kites class
attended a very special service at
Guildford Cathedral. This was
attended by other schools from all
over Surrey. After taking part in some
activities inside and outside the
cathedral, where we were able to
reflect on our time at Primary school
and look forward to times ahead at
Secondary, we all gathered inside the
impressive building to reflect and sing
together. Head Boy, Enyo was our
candle bearer, whilst Head Girl Millie
and our Deputies, James and Amelia,
were our standard bearers. We all felt
very privileged to be able to take part
in such an important event and it was
such a lovely atmosphere.
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YEAR 6 LEAVERS SERVICE AT GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL

By Kites Class

BUTTERFLIES CLASS TRIP TO
CHERTSEY MUSEUM

We went to Chertsey Museum and we learnt about the seaside in the past.
We made puppets from card like Punch and Judy.
There was an ice cream mixer - you put the cream on top of the middle bit and
then you put ice in the side, then you turn the handle and you can have ice
cream.
We dressed up in olden day clothes. We played a puppet show for the adults and
the teachers played a puppet show as well.
We saw the nice olden day fans to cool you down when you are hot.
It used to take a long time to get to the seaside on a horse and then there were
trains which were fast and easier.
Written by Butterflies Class

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
ARTIST OF THE MONTH

COMPOSER OF THE MONTH
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Jamini Roy

Jamie Cullum

(11 April 1887 – 24 April 1972)

(Born: 20 August 1979)

Jamini Roy was an Indian painter, who was
passionate about Indian folk art and enjoyed
painting onto material and textiles. Through the
course of his career, he moved away from the
influences of European styles of art and focussed
on his Indian roots. He strived towards making his
art accessible to the masses and maintained a low
price for his work.

Jamie Cullum is an English jazz-pop singersongwriter and radio presenter. Although
primarily a vocalist and pianist, he also
accompanies himself on other instruments,
including guitar and drums. He has recorded
eight studio albums, three compilation albums,
one live album and twenty-four singles.
Since April 2010, he has presented a weekly
Tuesday evening jazz show on BBC Radio 2.

DISTRICT SPORTS
On Wednesday 15th June, a group of children from Years 3, 4 and 5 represented Stepgates Community School at
the annual District Sports Event. The children had an amazing day and it was a great experience for all. Events
included sprints, 600m, ball throwing, long jump and relay races. Every child can be very proud of their
achievements on the day – they represented Stepgates with great pride, participated in their individual events with
courage and determination and worked so well together as a team in the relay races. It was lovely to see the
children not only encouraging each other along throughout the day, but also cheering along and supporting the other
participants. Some of the results include; 1st place in the Year 3 sprints; 2nd place for the Year 3 Jump; 3rd place in
the Year 4 sprints; 2nd place in the Year 4 throwing; 5th place in the Year 4 600m race; 2nd place in the Year 5 Jump
and 3rd place for the Year 5 throwing event. Again, the children can be very proud of their efforts.
We would also like to say a huge thank you to all the teachers and parents that made themselves available to
support the children at the event. Thank you.

Stepgates Summer Fair 2022
Another year, another fabulous Stepgates Summer Fair
After 2 missed years, a fantastic day was had by all at this year's annual Summer Fair on Friday 24th
June. A host of fair favourites such as the grand prize tombola, bouncy castle, lucky lolly, wellywanging, penalty shoot-out, bric-a-brac, glitter tattoos, refreshments, sponge splash, hook-a-duck,
apple bobbing, coconut shy and many others!

Most importantly, the Fair made a profit of £1,587 on the day - vital funds that will go directly back
into equipment and experiences for the school, all while having fun in the process. Thank you
everyone who came along and spent their hard-earned cash! A huge thanks to the army of volunteers
including parents, grandparents, community members, governors and teachers who made the day
possible.
A special thanks also go to all the families who loaned props and equipment, donated bric-a-brac,
created and designed stalls, gave up their time before, during and after the event. In addition, all the
local businesses who generously donated prizes such as Great Cockrow Railway, Federico's, Pizza
Express, The Bridge, The Kingfishers, Riverbourne, Kidabulous, The Crown, Abbey Rangers, sports
equipment from Babolat, Costa, Revive, Dinky Dove, House of Flowers, Seymours and many others!
Finally of course, we really hope you had a great time and will continue to support the school with
future events.

DATES - 2021/2022
Summer Term 2022
Monday 4th July
Saturday 9th July
Friday 22nd July

Big Splash Week
Black Cherry Fair
Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

DATES - 2022/2023
Thursday 1st September 2022 – INSET Day – School closed
Friday 2nd September 2022 – INSET Day – School closed

(Half Term – Mon 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022)
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AUTUMN TERM 2022
Monday 5th September 2022 – Children in Years 1-6 start school
Friday 21st October 2022 – Children finish at normal time for half term
Monday 31st October 2022 – Children return to school
Monday 5th December 2022 - INSET Day - School closed
Friday 16th December 2022 – Last day of Autumn term – Children finish at 1pm
(Christmas holidays - Mon 19th December 2022 to Mon 2nd January 2023)
SPRING TERM 2023
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – INSET Day - School closed
Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Children return to school
Friday 10th February 2023 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 13th February to Fri 17th February 2023)

Monday 20th February 2023 - Children return to school
Friday 31st March 2023 – Last day of Spring term – Children finish at 1pm
(Easter holidays – Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023)
SUMMER TERM 2023
Monday 17th April 2023 – Children return to school
Monday 1st May 2023 – Bank Holiday – School closed
Friday 26th May 2023 – Children finish at normal time for half term

(Half Term – Mon 29th May to Fri 2nd June 2023)
Monday 5th June 2023 – Children return to school
Friday 21st July 2023 – Last day of Summer term – Children finish at 1pm

INSET DAYS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/2023
For the 2022/2023 Academic Year Stepgates Community School
will be closed for an INSET Day on the following dates:
Thursday 1st September 2022
Friday 2nd September 2022
Monday 5th December 2022
Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Please note: There will be a further INSET Day in June 2023……
Details to follow

ADVERTISEMENTS
We are regularly asked if we can advertise a variety of external clubs, in the form of flyers/posters etc. The
following page(s) contain advertisement requests we have received from external clubs.
Please note - The advertisements are provided for your information only; they do not constitute an
endorsement or an approval by Stepgates Community School of any of the products, services or opinions of
the corporation or organisation or individual. Stepgates Community School bears no responsibility for the
accuracy, legality or content of the external site, or for that of subsequent links. Contact the external site for
answers to questions regarding its content.

Please see below message from The 326 Club

Please be aware The 326 Club is an independently run
company and not affiliated with Stepgates Community

THE 326 HOLIDAY CLUB
The 326 Holiday Club will be open as follows during the
Summer holidays:
Monday 25th to Friday 29th July 2022
And
Tuesday 30th August to Friday 2nd September 2022
(This includes two INSET Days for Stepgates Community School
children - Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September)
Please contact Wendy on:
01932 569326 - club
01932 883533 - Office
07941 080974 - Mobile

For further information please contact
The 326 Club for exact timings

