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MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers

Learning and Growing Together

Stepgates Community School

We have had a busy start to this half term. Our Year 6 children have had a wonderful time on
their residential trip to the Isle of Wight this week and a huge amount of time and energy is going
into preparations for our FOSS Summer Fair on Friday 24th June. The Summer Fair will be open
to the public from 3:00-5:30pm; pick up from school will be normal time, after which we hope you
can join us on the Stepgates field. All parents, carers and friends are warmly invited to attend
these events, to help us in raising funds to support the ‘extras’ that make a difference for our
children in school.
BIG SPLASH WEEK
We are also very excited about our Big Splash Week which is planned for the week beginning 4th
July. This week will be dedicated to fun-filled, water-based activities for the children, at the
same time fund-raising to build an enclosure around our swimming pool. The children will
experience a full week of fun activities, including sponsored swims, games with water balloons,
team challenges, hook a duck, throw a wet sponge and the creation of a ‘river of coins’ (please,
send in your loose change. The class creating the longest ‘river’ will receive a prize - extra Golden
Time!). The children will also be learning about water safety, writing poetry with a water theme,
investigating the rivers of the world and learning songs about rivers and seas.

CRAZY HAIR/HAT DAY
We have seen a wonderful array of hats and crazy hair styles over the last two days and, once
again, I would like to thank all parents/carers for your support. As I have said on many occasions
in the past, it is because of you our events are so successful.
REMINDER
School will be closed on Monday 20th June for an INSET Day.
Mrs T Ford
Headteacher

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Hawks
Class for the best
attendance in the last two
weeks.

WHOLE SCHOOL
Ladybirds
Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks
Owls
Kites

23rd-27th May
91.9%
89.3%
91.6%
91.2%
93.3%
95.5%
87.2%
91.3%

6th-10th June
92.8%
96.0%
93.8%
94.2%
93.6%
96.7%
82.8%
93.9%

Well done to:

HEADTEACHER AWARDS

 Iris Mackenzie - Stage 2
Swimming Badge and Certificate
 Anabella Colborne - Gymnast of
the Month Trophy
 Gui Vasconcelos - Orange Tip
Karate Certificate

Well done to the following children who
have been presented with Headteacher
Awards:

Thank you for bringing in your
trophies, certificates and badges
for everyone to see.






Daniel Hollis
Marselo Collaku
Mia Wick
Maggie Mackenzie
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STAR GROUP INFANT SPORTS FESTIVAL

On Tuesday 7th June, the Year 2s went on a trip to The Grange Infant School. They, along
with the Year 2s from The Grange, Meadowcroft and Ongar Place, participated in a 9-stage
sports festival. However, our Year 6s also came along. The Year 6s from Ongar Place joined
us too! All the 6s were put with a partner, to direct and manage groups of Year 2s from
8 – 10 children. Everyone really enjoyed the day and everyone tried their hardest. Nobody
actually ‘won’ as this was a non-competitive event, but we’re sure that they all achieved
their personal best!
Written by Diego and Ava (Kites Class)
Stepgates Community School

On Tuesday 7th June Ongar Place took part in the first Star Group Infant Sports
Festival. This was an event held at The Grange School and involved 180 children
from Year 2 at Ongar Place, The Grange, Meadowcroft and Stepgates.
The children were divided into groups of about 10 and they took part in activities
which involved running, throwing, hurdling, jumping and balancing amongst other
things! There were 9 different activities for the Year 2 children to take part in and
they were brilliantly led in these by Year 6 Sports leaders from Ongar Place and
Stepgates. The leaders were fantastic ambassadors for their schools.
The children were awarded points for how successful they were in each activity
but more importantly than this the Year 6 looked out for children who displayed
the values of respect, determination, self-belief, passion, honesty and teamwork.
Those children who showed these values were rewarded with stickers. Some
children seemed to be covered in hundreds of stickers - well done!
All the Year 2 children were fantastic and even those who had been a little
nervous had a great time. The morning was completed with the schools having
lunch together on The Grange playing field.
All in all a great event which will hopefully be repeated next year.

Written by: Jonathan Good
Ongar Place Primary School

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Value we are learning about this
half term is…..

We would like to say a huge
thank you to everyone for their
help and support with the
Father’s Day Stall.

We would also like to say a
huge thank you to parents/
carers for supporting this
FOSS event.

Integrity

BUTTERFLIES
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FOSS

We had four caterpillars and then they turned into
chrysalises. Harry took them home for half term
and when he came back they turned into
butterflies! We released them into the wild in the
Wildlife Garden. two of them flew away and two of
them stayed on the grass because their wings were
too delicate.
Written by: Butterflies children

COMPOSER OF THE MONTH

Abba

(Active from: 1972)

ARTIST OF THE MONTH

Clarice Cliff
(20 January 1899 – 23 October 1972 )

Musical Genre: Pop
ABBA are a Swedish pop group formed in
Stockholm in 1972 by Agnetha Fältskog,
Björn Ulvaeus, Benny Andersson, and
Anni-Frid Lyngstad. The group's name is
an acronym of the first letters of their first
names arranged as a palindrome.
One of the most popular and successful
musical groups of all time, they became
one of the best-selling music acts in the
history of popular music, topping the
charts worldwide from 1974 to 1983, and
in 2021.

Art style: Arts and Crafts
Clarice Cliff is, today, regarded as one of the
most influential ceramics artists of the 20th
Century and her work is collected, valued and
admired the world over. She was born on
January 20th 1899 in Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent
and started work at the age of 13 in 'The
Potteries'. Clarice moved to the AJ
Wilkinson's pottery factory in 1916. She was
ambitious and her skills were recognised so
that eventually she was given her own studio.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
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Grasshoppers Trip to Wisley Gardens
Grasshoppers Class enjoyed a
fantastic time at Wisley Gardens on
Friday 10th June. We spent time in
the world kitchen garden looking at
all the different fruits and vegetables
available for us to make meals from.
We enjoyed using our senses to
enjoy the plants, smelling them and
feeling their textures – they were all
so different!
We were then able to plant our own
chard seeds which we will grow in
school and use to create a healthy
dish – yummy!

HAWKS CLASS ASSEMBLY
On Friday 10th June, Hawks Class were excited to share their assembly, which was about
inspirational people, with their parents/carers and the rest of Key Stage 2. Our

inspirational people were: Boudicca, Frida Kahlo, Katherine Johnson and Jesse Owens.
Some of us spoke about why these people are inspirational, while others acted this out as a
performance.
We also spoke about the Queen and how special it has been to celebrate her Platinum
Jubilee. We made posters that showed our favourite inspirational people. We then sang

‘Hall of Fame’, to remind people that it is good to have role models and that we can be
whatever we want to be.
We hope that everyone enjoyed watching.
Thank you to those who came.
Written by: Alannah Brough

INSET DAY
PLEASE NOTE THAT SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY 20TH JUNE 2022 FOR AN INSET DAY

DATES - 2021/2022
Summer Term 2022
Monday 20th June
Wednesday 22nd June
Friday 24th June
Friday 24th June
Tuesday 28th June
Wednesday 29th June
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Thursday 30th June
Monday 4th July
Saturday 9th July
Friday 22nd July

INSET Day - School closed
Year 6 to Guildford Cathedral
Grasshoppers Class Assembly - 9:05am
Summer Fair - 3:00-5:30pm
Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)
Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)
Sports Day (Weather permitting)….Further details to follow
Big Splash Week
Black Cherry Fair
Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

DATES - 2022/2023
Thursday 1st September 2022 – INSET Day – School closed
Friday 2nd September 2022 – INSET Day – School closed
AUTUMN TERM 2022
Monday 5th September 2022 – Children in Years 1-6 start school
Friday 21st October 2022 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022)
Monday 31st October 2022 – Children return to school
Monday 5th December 2022 - INSET Day - School closed
Friday 16th December 2022 – Last day of Autumn term – Children finish at 1pm
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(Christmas holidays - Mon 19th December 2022 to Mon 2nd January 2023)
SPRING TERM 2023
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – INSET Day - School closed
Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Children return to school
Friday 10th February 2023 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 13th February to Fri 17th February 2023)

Monday 20th February 2023 - Children return to school
Friday 31st March 2023 – Last day of Spring term – Children finish at 1pm
(Easter holidays – Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023)
SUMMER TERM 2023
Monday 17th April 2023 – Children return to school
Monday 1st May 2023 – Bank Holiday – School closed
Friday 26th May 2023 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 29th May to Fri 2nd June 2023)
Monday 5th June 2023 – Children return to school
Friday 21st July 2023 – Last day of Summer term – Children finish at 1pm

INSET DAYS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/2023
For the 2022/2023 Academic Year Stepgates Community School
will be closed for an INSET Day on the following dates:
Thursday 1st September 2022
Friday 2nd September 2022
Monday 5th December 2022
Tuesday 3rd January 2023

Please note: There will be a further INSET Day in June 2023…… Details
to follow

