Issue 16 – 27.05.22
MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers

What an exciting time the children at Stepgates have had this week - they have
enjoyed a Themed Week celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee! Each day, the
children have taken part in many different activities, including: Drama workshops,
tile painting, portrait painting, themed computing, Music and various arts and crafts
to commemorate this event. On Monday the whole school entered via the playground
to the sound of the National Anthem, and walked the red carpet into assembly
where the Queen was waiting for them! We all watched the Queen’s Coronation and
talked about how significant being the longest reigning Monarch was; this was
followed by an introduction to the week of celebrations.
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It seems impossible that it is half term next week! I would like to thank all staff, parents,
governors and children of Stepgates Community School for another successful half term. It has
been a pleasure to walk through school to see the children happy and engaged.

The week finished with a community picnic, symbolic of the coming together of our
school and families once again after a turbulent two years. The children all looked
wonderful in their red, white and blue outfits and have all had a fantastic afternoon.
Thank you to all our families who came along! It was wonderful to be back together
again and to welcome you all to Stepgates Community School to commemorate this
poignant time for our country. We have had a fantastic week, the school has looked
wonderful decorated with bunting, flags and portraits of the Queen.
Finally, we would like to extend our thanks to FOSS who bought every child a special
bookmark to remember this event – thank you!
SWIMMING POOL ‘GRAND OPENING’
Sadly, due to the pandemic we have, until now, been unable to hold an ‘Official Opening’ for our
new swimming pool. However, on Monday 16th May we were delighted to welcome the current
Mayoress, Cllr Gill, and the incoming Mayoress, Cllr Harnden, to officially open the pool. It was a
lovely occasion and a wonderful opportunity to thank those involved in the project, past and
present. (Please see page 2 for further details).
HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL
Firstly, I would like to say thank you to our previous Head Boy, Aaron Warner and Head Girl, Annie
Cutting, Deputy Head Boy, Stanley Dean-Irwin and Deputy Head Girl, Naomi Omowa. All have been
excellent role models.
This term I am pleased to announce that our Head Boy is Enyo-Ojo Abuh and Head Girl is Millie
Nelson , selected by the children. I am sure they will also be excellent role models in our school
community. Congratulations also to our new Deputy Head Boy, James Flynn and Deputy Head Girl,
Amelia El-Hawary-Flynn. Well done!
I hope you and your families remain safe and well, and are able to enjoy a restful half term. I look
forward to seeing you on Monday 6th June.
Mrs T Ford, Headteacher

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Kites Class
for the best attendance in
the last two weeks.

WHOLE SCHOOL
Ladybirds
Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks
Owls
Kites

9th-13th May
92.9%
91.7%
89.1%
89.7%
97.0%
95.2%

2nd-6th May
91.7%
89.0%
95.9%
87.6%
93.0%
95.8%

88.8%
99.7%

85.3%
96.5%

POOL OPENING CEREMONY
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After many months waiting for COVID-19 to release its grip on our ability to mix with
people, we were delighted to finally organise an official ceremony to celebrate the
opening of our school swimming pool and changing rooms.

The Mayoress, Cllr Gill and her Deputy, Cllr Harnden (who will become the new
Mayoress in the next few weeks) joined us, along with many of the wonderful people,
past and present, who have helped us to achieve our goal after many, many years of
fund raising.
With the pool looking sparkling in the sunshine and a welcome tea on offer courtesy of
‘Megan’s Cakes’ and the local Southern Co-op, along with the beautiful vintage crockery
very kindly loaned to us free of charge from ‘All About The Taste’ in Chertsey, a lovely
time was had by all.
It was particularly pleasing to welcome back staff, governors and FOSS members who
have been instrumental in keeping this project alive over the past 10 years since our old
pool was condemned and demolished.

The children at Stepgates are swimming once again as part of their curriculum and we
are gradually opening our doors to others in the local community.
THANK YOU to everyone who has supported us, every donation and every minute you
have given up to help, is very gratefully received by us all.
The final step in this journey is to build an enclosure around the existing pool to create
an all year round facility for the children of Stepgates and the local community to enjoy
for generations to come.
If you would like to help us in any way, no matter how small, we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Well done to:
 Alannah Brough - Ballet and Tap Exam
Trophy and Certificates
 Ava Edwards - Ballet and Tap Exam
Trophy and Certificates

HEADTEACHER AWARDS

 Freddie Cooper - Wimbledon Football
Tournament Medal, Certificate & Trophy

Well done to the following children
who have been presented with
Headteacher Awards:

 John Edwards - Wimbledon Football
Tournament Medal, Certificate & Trophy

 Stanley Fewell - Wimbledon Football
Tournament Medal, Certificate & Trophy
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 Adam de Silva - Wimbledon Football
Tournament Medal, Certificate & Trophy



Kyffin Carpenter



Evie Roots

 Kyffin Carpenter - Football Medal, Playing
on the pitch at Craven Cottage
 Matilda Colborne - Gym Trophy of the
Month for
 Lilly Benyon - Gymnast of the Month
Trophy & Level 3 Certificate
 Bella Benyon - Gymnast Certificate Level 3
Thank you for bringing in your trophies,
certificates and badges for everyone to see.

Well Done!
A very well done to all those
children who received a Well Done
Certificate for this half term.

FOOTBALL MATCH REPORTS
Stepgates Vs Holy Family
On Tuesday 17th May, 2022, Stepgates Year 6 boys faced Holy Family. Unfortunately,
we lost 4 – 3, but this was our best game yet and everyone played really well.
Stanley was unlucky with some saves. Enyo was unstoppable in defence. Phoenix and
George were great in midfield and defended well. Aaron played well, despite not feeling
100%. Olly B (Year 5) scored a nice volley and played phenomenally. Harry was an
assist masterclass! Kaiden was very unlucky as he had some impressively close shots.
Dylan scored two goals and played really well. The team is starting to glue together and
we are getting better results, so well done to the whole team.
Player of the match: Dylan
Written by: Harry and Dylan

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
OWLS CLASS ASSEMBLY
Owls Class assembly was held on Friday 20th May.
We sang songs about space, such as Fly Me To The
Moon and The Planet song. We can all definitely
agree that we have learnt a lot about space and its
planets.

BOOK FAIR
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Thank you to all parents/
carers who supported the
Book Fair.
We raised a fantastic
£652.10, 50% of which will go
towards books for the
children .

We also learnt about constellations, the first man
on the moon and how far away all the planets are
from our sun.
We hope everyone enjoyed!
Thank you to everyone who came.
Written by: Aleesha Ahmed (Year 5)

Caterpillar Update
Most of our caterpillars have turned into chrysalis. Some classes have put the chrysalis
into their netted enclosure ready for when they turn into butterflies, then we will release
them in the nature garden.
Potato Update
The potatoes that Squires and Year 3 planted are growing well in pots in the nature garden,
they need a lot of water. Miss Curtis says they are about the size of our thumb. After half
term Mrs Conn says we might be making them into chips.
School Grounds
The wild flower seeds have grown into really tall, beautiful flowers which are attracting
many different insects, including butterflies and dragonflies.
We are hoping to turn part of our junior playground into a mini Forest School area for our
younger children to access more easily. This will be a really exciting opportunity if we can
get the funding for it.
Written by: Eco Club

DATES - 2021/2022
Summer Term 2022
Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June
Monday 6th June
Friday 10th June
Friday 10th June
Friday 10th & Monday 13th June
Mon 13th-Fri 17th June
Friday 17th June
Monday 20th June
Wednesday 22nd June
Friday 24th June
Friday 24th June
Tuesday 28th June
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Wednesday 29th June
Thursday 30th June
Monday 4th July
Saturday 9th July
Friday 22nd July

Half Term
Children return to school
Year 2 visit to Wisley Gardens
Hawks Class Assembly - 9:05am
FOSS Father’s Day Stall
Year 6 Residential Trip
Ladybirds Class Assembly - 9:05am
INSET Day - School closed
Year 6 to Guildford Cathedral
Grasshoppers Class Assembly - 9:05am
Summer Fair - 3:00-5:30pm
Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)
Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)
Sports Day (Weather permitting)….Further details to follow
Big Splash Week
Black Cherry Fair
Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

INSET DAY
PLEASE NOTE THAT
SCHOOL WILL BE
CLOSED ON MONDAY
20TH JUNE 2022

DATES - 2022/2023
Thursday 1st September 2022 – INSET Day – School closed
Friday 2nd September 2022 – INSET Day – School closed
AUTUMN TERM 2022
Monday 5th September 2022 – Children in Years 1-6 start school
Friday 21st October 2022 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022)
Monday 31st October 2022 – Children return to school
Monday 5th December 2022 - INSET Day - School closed
Friday 16th December 2022 – Last day of Autumn term – Children finish at 1pm
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(Christmas holidays - Mon 19th December 2022 to Mon 2nd January 2023)
SPRING TERM 2023
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – INSET Day - School closed
Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Children return to school
Friday 10th February 2023 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 13th February to Fri 17th February 2023)

Monday 20th February 2023 - Children return to school
Friday 31st March 2023 – Last day of Spring term – Children finish at 1pm
(Easter holidays – Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023)
SUMMER TERM 2023
Monday 17th April 2023 – Children return to school
Monday 1st May 2023 – Bank Holiday – School closed
Friday 26th May 2023 – Children finish at normal time for half term
(Half Term – Mon 29th May to Fri 2nd June 2023)
Monday 5th June 2023 – Children return to school
Friday 21st July 2023 – Last day of Summer term – Children finish at 1pm

INSET DAYS FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR 2022/2023
For the 2022/2023 Academic Year Stepgates Community School
will be closed for an INSET Day on the following dates:
Thursday 1st September 2022
Friday 2nd September 2022
Monday 5th December 2022
Tuesday 3rd January 2023

Please note: There will be a further INSET Day in June 2023…… Details
to follow

