Issue 14 – 29.04.22
MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to school. I hope all families within our community remain well and you were able to
enjoy a restful Easter break. We have a very busy term ahead with many exciting activities
arranged, including our Platinum Jubilee Family Picnic and the much anticipated official Opening of
our Swimming Pool. Our wonderful FOSS Team are also in the process of organising their very
popular Father’s Day Stall, a Summer Disco for the children and, I am delighted to announce,
there will also be a Summer Fayre this year. Further details of all events will follow in due course.
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On Thursday Falcons Class presented their class assembly. Thank you to all parents who attended
- it was wonderful to be able to welcome you into school to watch your children perform such a
fantastic assembly. Well done to all the children in Falcons Class!
We are almost in May with SATs tests for Year 6 starting the week beginning 9 th May. Year 2 will
also be sitting their SATs tests during May and assessments will be taking place in all year groups.
PLEASE make sure your child is in school every day so they do not miss any preparation work or
tests. Years 2 and 6 are ready and raring to go with their SATs tests!! They have worked very
hard with all the staff and we wish them ‘Good Luck’ - we know they will all do their very best and
we will be proud of their achievements.
ABSENCE & HOLIDAY REQUESTS
As we start the Summer term, I thought I would take the opportunity to remind parents of my
expectations regarding absence and holiday requests. The Head Teacher, on behalf of the
Governing Body, can grant leave, at their discretion, for up to 5 days in any school year in
EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES. (Please note – A ‘Family Holiday’ does not meet the criteria
for ‘exceptional circumstances’). This includes leaving school early.
In accordance with guidance from Surrey County Council no holidays will be authorised at the
beginning of the academic year, or during May due to end of year assessments. No parents/
carers can demand leave of absence for their children as a right. Holidays taken without the
permission of the Governing Body may result in legal action being taken against each parent.

Whilst the school will grant requests for absence for dental and medical treatments, parents/
carers are encouraged, whenever possible, to book dental and medical appointments outside of the
school day. When appointments during the school day are unavoidable, the school office should be
notified in advance in writing, of the date and time of the appointment and when the child will be
collected and/or returned to school. Evidence of the appointment should be provided.
ATTENDANCE
Well done to the 41 children who achieved 100% attendance for the Spring term.

All parents will have received a Red, Amber or Green Attendance letter for your child based on
their attendance last term. Individual attendance for a child should be at least 95%; anything
above this generates a ‘Green’ letter. Attendance below 90% generates a ‘Red’ letter as this is well
below what is expected, and attendance between 90% and 95% generates an ‘Amber’ letter. These
figures do not relate to whether the absences are authorised or not, they are based on overall
attendance for the term.
Please see Page 2 of this newsletter for further attendance information, including calculations for
lost learning due to lateness to school. I would like to remind parents that lateness to school is
just as serious as non-attendance and could also lead to a Fixed Penalty Notice. It is expected
that children will arrive at school on time. The start of the school day is an important time for
children to develop their social skills with their peers, as well as preparing them for their learning.
We start teaching at 8.50am and ‘late’ children miss out on vital skills such as phonics and/or basic
number work. In cases of persistent late arrival to school, school will liaise with the parents/
carers to identify reasons for the persistent lateness and provide appropriate support and
guidance. The matter may be referred to the Inclusion Officer (IO) for investigation on her
regular visits to school. The role of the Inclusion Service is to monitor school attendance/
lateness and to support children in order to improve their attendance/lateness. This often
involves a home visit.
Thank you for your support in ensuring all our children are in school on time, every day.
Mrs T Ford
Headteacher
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ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to
Ladybirds and Hawks
Classes for the best
attendance in the last two
weeks.

WHOLE SCHOOL
Ladybirds
Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks
Owls
Kites

28th March-1st April
92.4%
97.7%
81.9%
94.9%
93.9%
92.7%
90.6%
96.8%

Children Absent from school

Late to School

19th-22nd April
96.4%
95.0%
92.2%
97.4%
99.2%
99.6%
93.0%
95.6%

Well done to:

HEADTEACHER AWARDS

• Phoebe Scorer - Level 3 Gymnastic

Well done to the following children who have
been presented with Headteacher Awards:

•
•
•

Learning and Growing Together

Stepgates Community School

•

Certificate and Badge
Ellie Jeffries - Level 3 Gymnastic
Certificate and Badge
Alannah Brough - Slough Arts
Festival Certificates
Ava Edwards - Slough Arts
Festival Certificates
Edward Howson - Swimming 5m
Badge and Certificate

Thank you for bringing in your
trophies, certificates and badges for
everyone to see.











Frankie Moore
Summer Scantlin
Daniel Hollis
Ruby Devonshire
James Ford
John Edwards
Emma Hollis
Daphne Coleman-Parker
Stanley Fewell

FOOTBALL MATCH REPORT
Year 5 boys V St Charles Borromeo
Wednesday 20th April 2022
On Wednesday 20th April 2022 the Year 5 football team played against St Charles Borromeo. We all
played extremely well but sadly lost 4 – 2. Olly B scored an unexpected goal after the ball bounced
off the goalkeeper straight to him. Harrison also scored a goal after some good team play by the
whole team. Marselo played phenomenally in goal, even though it was his first league game for
Stepgates.
Player of the match – Ollie P
Written by Olly, Ollie and Daniel

We are excited to announce that our Eco Club met for the first time on Monday. We will
be concentrating on our three areas - biodiversity, school grounds and litter.
To kick start our biodiversity we have been given some plants. Each class is tasked with
looking after their plant.
We have been given some litter pickers for each class which the children can use during
lunchtime to help keep the school grounds clean. We are also promoting the ‘Superheroes
big clean’; we hope we can get as many people as we can to help clean up our community.
Now Spring is here we hope to plant some seeds to grow and brighten up our flower beds.
This will encourage bees and insects. We also have bat boxes in the grounds which bats
have been using. We will continue to look after these.
Written by: Eco Club

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Stamp tastic

Here comes the sun!!!
Now that the warmer weather
has arrived, please could you
make sure that you send your
children into school with a water
bottle and hat. All KS1 children
need to have sun cream applied
before they come into school each
day. KS2 children can bring sun
cream in and apply it themselves.

Our Value for this
Half Term is
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See below for further information on our cashback
code for Friends of Stepgates School. Have a look at
their website www.stamptastic.co.uk - and use our
code: STEPGATES

Courage
COVID-19 update; vaccinations for 5 to 11-year-olds
COVID-19 is still prevalent in 2022 and causing some children to miss out on their education and the
things they enjoy. The JCVI has recommended that 5-11-year-olds be offered the vaccine, which has been
approved by the UK’s medicines regulator, to boost immunity and increase their protection against any future
waves of COVID-19.
The NHS wants to support families to make an informed choice, and to make things convenient and
child-friendly for those who do decide to get the vaccine. Research around the world shows that the vaccine
prevents the worst effects of COVID-19 and reduces the risk of infection to your child and those around them.
From early April, you can get your child vaccinated at a site and time convenient for you – at vaccination
centres, pharmacies and GPs offering the vaccine for this age group. You can view these sites and make an
appointment through the National Booking Service or by calling 119.
Some walk-in sites are also available to vaccinate this age group and older siblings, or other family members,
can be vaccinated together at the same time. Simply check the walk-in finder website before attending to
make sure they can vaccinate your child. Children aged 5-11 with no other underlying health conditions will be
offered two paediatric (child) doses of the vaccine, with at least 12 weeks between doses.
A paediatric dose is smaller than doses given to those aged 12 and over. If a child has had COVID-19 they will
still get extra protection from the vaccine, but they will need to wait 12 weeks before getting vaccinated.
Those 5-11 year-olds who are more at risk from the virus can already get two paediatric (child) doses, eight
weeks apart, and their GP or hospital specialist should be in touch to arrange this.

DATES - 2021/2022
Summer Term 2022
ASSESSMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE DURING MAY; THEREFORE NO AUTHORISED ABSENCES
WILL BE GRANTED DURING THIS TIME

Wednesday 29th June
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Monday 2nd May
Monday 9th May
Monday 16th May
Thursday 26th May
Friday 27th May
Friday 27th May
Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June
Monday 6th June
Mon 13th-Fri 17th June
Monday 20th June
Wednesday 22nd June
Tuesday 28th June

Friday 22nd July

Bank Holiday - School closed
SATs Week
Book Fair
Class Photos
Platinum Jubilee Family Picnic - 1:30-2:30pm
Last day of term
Half Term
Children return to school
Year 6 Residential Trip
INSET Day - School closed
Year 6 to Guildford Cathedral
Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)
Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)
Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

MONDAY 2ND MAY IS
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY - SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED

INSET DAY
PLEASE NOTE THAT SCHOOL WILL BE
CLOSED ON MONDAY 20TH JUNE 2022
FOR AN INSET DAY

ADVERTISEMENTS
We are regularly asked if we can advertise a variety of external clubs, in the form of flyers/posters etc. The
following page(s) contain advertisement requests we have received from external clubs.
Please note - The advertisements are provided for your information only; they do not constitute an
endorsement or an approval by Stepgates Community School of any of the products, services or opinions of
the corporation or organisation or individual. Stepgates Community School bears no responsibility for the
accuracy, legality or content of the external site, or for that of subsequent links. Contact the external site for
answers to questions regarding its content.

