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MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers
As part of our ‘Themed Week’, School Council decided they would like to hold a ‘People Who
Inspire Us’ themed Mufti Day, to raise money for our outdoor swimming pool enclosure. As part
of their PSHE lessons children have been learning about what ‘Inspiration’ means and were asked
to dress as, and talk about why, their chosen person inspired them. We heard some lovely stories
and explanations. Once again, I would like to extend a huge thank you to all parents for your
contributions.
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I am extremely proud to be part of such a wonderful community and, as we come to the end of
another busy term, would like to extend my gratitude and thanks to the following:
• Thank you to all the staff at Stepgates for their continued hard work, dedication and
commitment to the children
• Thank you to all Governors who continue to devote their time to Stepgates Community
School
• Thank you to all parents/carers for your continued support, understanding, and generosity
• Thank you to FOSS (Friends of Stepgates School) who work extremely hard organising
events and activities for the children
• And finally…..Thank you to the children! I am very pleased with their behaviour and
attitudes to learning
I am delighted to announce Class Assemblies will return in Summer Term. We have taken a
cautious approach with regard to inviting parents in to school this term, with all events being
closely monitored. With another new variant in circulation and the fact teaching staff (and
children) still need to isolate if they have COVID-19, it is imperative we continue to follow our
Risk Assessment. My priority is to ensure we are able to keep all children in school and do not
suffer staff absences due to isolation.

A ‘DAY FOR UKRAINE’
On Wednesday 23rd March children attended school wearing their own favourite casual clothes
to support a ‘Day for Ukraine’, which was hosted by First News along with the Disasters
Emergency Committee (DEC). Thank you to all parents for your donations to support this very
worthy cause.
STAR INFANT MUSIC PRODUCTION: THE LITTER MUNCHER
After weeks of rehearsals, 20 children from Butterflies and Grasshoppers class performed in a
singing concert at Jubilee High School on Friday 25th March. The children joined children from
our five partnership schools and performed songs, and narrated lines, in the production of 'The
Litter Muncher', in front of an audience of their families and teachers. It was a very exciting
experience, standing up on stage, and the children were exceptional! Well done to all those
involved.
I hope you and your families remain safe and well and you are able to enjoy a restful Easter
break. I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 19th April.

CO-OP, FORDWATER ROAD, CHERTSEY
EASTER EGG DONATION
This week the children took part in an Easter Egg Hunt and were
rewarded with a Crème Egg donated by Co—Op, Chertsey. The
children had a wonderful time and would like to say a huge thank you
to the Co-Op for their very generous donation.
Mrs T Ford
Headteacher

WHOLE SCHOOL
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ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Hawks
and Ladybirds Classes for
the best attendance in
the last two weeks.

Ladybirds

Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks
Owls
Kites

14th-18th March

21st-25th March

92.8%
92.9%

94.6%
99.0%

90.6%
96.4%

92.8%
96.4%

93.6%
97.0%
85.0%
94.8%

92.7%
98.5%
88.8%
94.8%

LADYBIRDS CLASS
VISIT TO CHERTSEY MUSEUM

On Thursday 24th March, Ladybirds
went on their first school trip to
Chertsey Museum to learn about the
'Olden days'. The children took part
in a handling session of objects from
the past, dressed up in vintage
clothes, played with replica toys and
explored the exhibitions. The
children were buzzing about the
experience; they had such fun!
Thank you to Miss Dove from the
Museum, and to the parent helpers
who helped us.

Well done to:
• Mia Wick - Certificate, tie,
•

•
•
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•

badge and bag for enrolling as a
Brownie
Phoebe Scorer, Matilda Colborne
and Malena Belcher - For raising
£120 for Comic Relief through
their Gym Club
Joey Domican - Judo Trophy for
‘Best Judo of the Term’
Ava Edwards and Alannah Brough
- Medals for Woking Dance
Festival
Diego Cavaco - Surrey Sports
Ambassador for Surrey Youth
Games

Thank you for bringing in your
trophies, certificates and badges
for everyone to see.

HEADTEACHER AWARDS
Well done to the following children who have
been presented with Headteacher Awards:


Max Tomlin



Logan Walls

Well Done!
A very well done to all those children who
received a Well Done Certificate for this
half term.
Keep up the good work!

SPRING TERM
GOVERNORS’ ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
I am delighted to announce that the following children have been presented with
Governors’ Achievement Awards for their achievements this term:

Infants
Fabian Semen - For excellent progress across the curriculum
Daisy Dolman - For an increased enthusiasm for learning

Juniors
Thomas Wyatt - For consistent focus and determination being shown
within learning tasks
Shylah Jones - For showing continued enthusiasm for her learning,
leading to a developed confidence

Sporting Achievement Awards were presented to:
Oscar Woodward - For sporting achievements and efforts outside of school
Amelia El-Hawary-Flynn - For contributions to dance both in and out of school

The Arts Awards were presented to:
Aaron Cavaco - For continued creativity being shown within lessons
Amelia Isaac - For continued creativity and detail being shown within lessons

Congratulations to these children for their hard work and enthusiasm.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
REMINDER
THE MINI EGG CHOKING HAZARD PARENTS NEED TO BE
AWARE OF THIS EASTER!
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Parents are being reminded of the age warnings on chocolate treats such as Mini Eggs this
Easter. While great attention is given to the risks involved with common foods such as
grapes - and the need to chop them up correctly - families can sometimes be unaware of
the dangers posed by seemingly harmless treats.
An anonymous mother decided to recall her harrowing ordeal, after her daughter tragically
choked on the treat. Filled with milk chocolate and containing a crispy sugar shell,
chocolate Mini Eggs are often a go-to sweet treat during the Easter season. However, the
size of the chocolate pieces make them unsuitable for young children. A visible warning
about this is clearly marked on some packets, stating that they are not suitable for
children under the age of four. However, sadly Sophie the little girl who died was five, so
care must be taken whatever the age of the child.

ECO-SCHOOLS NEWS
For the past few years Eco-schools have been very busy trying to make Stepgates a
more environmentally friendly school so we can achieve the ‘Green Flag Status’.
Unfortunately our plans were put on hold during the pandemic, but we are now ready to
continue from where we left off.
Since September we have set up a new Eco-committee, we have also carried out a new
environmental review. This showed that the litter and the school grounds was still an
issue and so was recycling. There is not much green space or wild life around the school
either. Eco-schools decided they wanted to improve our immediate environment by
increasing more biodiversity and making the school grounds better. Therefore, the three
areas Eco-schools are going to focus on are biodiversity, school grounds and litter.
Together we have devised an Action Plan, and will continue to work on this over the next
few months.
Some of the things we intend to do are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Begin an adopt a class plant and an outdoor planter project
Plant more trees
Create more homes for wildlife
Improve the nature area
Raise awareness of local plastic recycling schemes
Litter picking
Poster competitions

We are trying to get the whole school involved during school time as well as work on
these during our Eco Club, which will be held after school every other Monday. Watch
this space to see how we progress on our journey to Green Flag Status.
By Ben and Sophie Year 6

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
COMPOSER OF THE MONTH

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
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Andrew Lloyd-Webber

Milton Glaser

(born 22 March 1948)

(26 June 1929 - 26 June 2020)

Musical Genre: Musicals

Art style: Graphic Design

Andrew Lloyd Webber is an
English composer and impresario of musical
theatre.Several of his musicals have run for
more than a decade both in the West End and
on Broadway. He has composed 21 musicals,
a song cycle, a set of variations, two film
scores, and a Latin Requiem Mass.
He has received a number of awards,
including a knighthood in 1992, followed by
a peerage from Queen Elizabeth II for
services to the Arts.

Milton Glaser was an American graphic
designer. His most notable designs
include the I Love New York logo, a 1966
poster for Bob Dylan, and the logos for
DC Comics, Stony Brook University and
Brooklyn Brewery.
His artwork has been featured in
exhibits, and placed in permanent
collections in many museums
worldwide.

Rocksteady Concert

We would like to say a very big
thank you to everyone for their
help and support with the
Mother’s Day Gift Shop, including
all who helped with the wrapping
behind the scenes and those who
helped on the day.
We would also like to say a huge
thank you to parents/carers for
supporting this FOSS event.

FOSS

The children who have been
having sessions with rocksteady
were very excited to demonstrate
their skills on Friday 18th March.
They loved performing to a ’live
‘audience.
Thank you to all the parents who
attended.

DATES - 2021/2022
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Spring Term 2022
Friday 1st April

Last day of Spring Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 4th to Mon 18th April

Easter holidays

SCHOOL STARTS AGAIN
TUESDAY 19TH APRIL 2022

Summer Term 2022
ASSESSMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE DURING MAY; THEREFORE NO AUTHORISED ABSENCES
WILL BE GRANTED DURING THIS TIME
Tuesday 19th April

Children return to school

Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday - School closed

Thurs 26th May

Class Photos

Friday 27th May

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June

Half Term

Monday 6th June

Children return to school

Mon 13th-Fri 17th June

Year 6 Residential Trip

Monday 20th June

INSET Day - School closed

Wednesday 22nd June

Year 6 to Guildford Cathedral

Tuesday 28th June

Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)

Wednesday 29th June

Secondary School Induction Day (Please check with individual school
for further details)

Friday 22nd July

Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

ADVERTISEMENTS
We are regularly asked if we can advertise a variety of external clubs, in the form of flyers/posters etc. The
following page(s) contain advertisement requests we have received from external clubs.
Please note - The advertisements are provided for your information only; they do not constitute an
endorsement or an approval by Stepgates Community School of any of the products, services or opinions of
the corporation or organisation or individual. Stepgates Community School bears no responsibility for the
accuracy, legality or content of the external site, or for that of subsequent links. Contact the external site for
answers to questions regarding its content.

