Issue 5 – 19.11.21
MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers

It was wonderful to see the children in their pyjamas on Friday 5th November supporting the
charity 'Children's Hospital Pyjamas’. Thank you to all the parents for your very generous pyjama
and cash donations - we received over 120 pairs of pyjamas and £74.45 cash for this very worthy
cause. I would also like to say thank you to all parents and our amazing FOSS team (Friends of
Stepgates Community School) for organising another very successful ’Break the Rules at
Stepgates’ Day last Friday (12th). The children had a wonderful day breaking rules and raised a
staggering £450. Finally, we have seen some wonderful ‘spotty’ outfits and accessories today to
support BBC Children in Need; once again, I would like to extend a huge thank you for your
contributions.

Learning and Growing Together

Stepgates Community School

I hope you all had an enjoyable half term either at home or away. We have a very busy term
ahead of us with many festive activities already in the diary.

I feel I must thank all parents of Stepgates Community School for your continued support. I am
very conscious you have been asked to donate to a variety of worthy causes recently, with
further events/activities planned. I am mindful that some families will be experiencing financial
difficulties following the pandemic and am also aware we are fast approaching Christmas, which
also has financial implications for you all. Please be assured your continued generosity is very
much appreciated by the staff at Stepgates and, of course, the children. Without your
assistance the children would not be able to participate in the many wonderful activities we are
able to provide at Stepgates.
I would like to thank all the children in Kites Class who were, once again, outstanding ambassadors
for the school during our Prospective Parents Open Morning and Open Evening on Tuesday 9th
November. Our Open Mornings and Open Evening have been very well attended and we received
some wonderful comments from our visitors. Well done Kites!
RUNNYMEDE JUNIOR CITIZEN
I am delighted that our Year 6 children were able to take part in Junior Citizenship activities at
Thorpe Park this week. This is an invaluable opportunity for the children to learn about ’Stranger
Danger’, road and railway safety, water safety, fire safety, environmental safety and electrical
awareness; the children even had one activity where they were able to speak to a real ‘999’
operator to learn how to report an incident. The children’s behaviour was exceptional and they
were a credit to Stepgates Community School. Well done Kites Class!
STAFFING
I am delighted to extend a warm welcome to Fiona Webb, who has joined us this term as a
Learning Support Assistant. I am sure that she will soon feel part of the Stepgates team.
WEBSITE UPDATE
We are very proud of our website; however, due to circumstances beyond our control, we are in
the process of building a new website. It has taken many years to establish our current website
and, I am sure you will appreciate, building a new website to the standards we aspire to achieve,
takes time. Therefore, please accept my sincere apologies if our current website is
not completely up to date whilst our new site is under construction. This change will not affect
parents however, please be assured I will keep you informed as to the exact timings of the
change over.
MAYOR OF RUNNYMEDE'S LEGACY OF TREES
Cllr Gill as part of her Mayoral term, and in support of the Queen’s Canopy of Trees for the
Jubilee, is hoping to leave a legacy of trees for the Runnymede Borough. I am delighted to
announce that on Monday, 8th November we welcomed the Mayor to school for a planting
ceremony. I would like to extend a huge thank you to Cllr Gill; the children were very excited to
meet her and I know they will enjoy watching the three Oak saplings grow.

SAFE (AND ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY) PARKING
I fully appreciate how difficult it can be to park near the school when picking up and dropping
off your children, however, can I ask parents to show consideration to the residents of
Stepgates by not parking across driveways or the school’s electronic gates. Please can I also ask
you to take care with your speed when pulling in to park, pulling out or driving along Stepgates.
It is dangerous and makes crossing the road unsafe for our children, as well as being very
irritating for our neighbours. If you or your child has difficulty accessing the school then you
are welcome to park directly outside the school entrance with your ‘Disability Badge’.
Whilst I understand the temperature has dropped significantly recently and it is tempting to
leave your car running to keep warm, please could I ask parents to switch off their engine when
parking outside school. Stepgates is an Eco School, striving to set an example to our younger
generation about Climate Change, including the air quality/pollution around school. Thank you in
advance for your consideration and safe parking.

WHOLE SCHOOL
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Mrs T Ford
Headteacher

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Butterflies
and Falcons Classes for the
best attendance in the last
two weeks

Ladybirds
Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks
Owls
Kites

1st-5th November

8th-12th November

93.8%
89.6%

94.5%
91.4%

96.6%
91.4%

93.0%
91.8%

91.5%
95.7%
96.0%
96.1%

98.5%
95.1%
93.0%
98.4%

IMPORTANT NOTICES
Upcoming Events

-

26.11.21 - FOSS ‘Wear-what–you-like’ Mufti Day
04.12.21 - Chertsey Goose Fair
06.12.21 - INSET Day - School Closed

07.12.21 - FOSS ‘Elfridges’ Stall
08.12.21 - FOSS ‘Elfridges’ Stall
10.12.21- Christmas Jumper Mufti Day
14.12.21 - Santa’s Grotto
15.12.21 - Santa’s Grotto

15.12.21- Christmas Lunch
15.12.21– Pantomime - Snow White

INSET DAY
PLEASE NOTE THAT
SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED
ON
MONDAY 6TH DECEMBER
2021
FOR AN INSET DAY

17.12.21- Last day of term - Children finish at 1pm

IMPORTANT REMINDER
If your child has a new continuous cough or a high temperature (above 38C), or a loss of (or
change in) their normal sense of taste or smell, they must get a PCR TEST before they can
return to school. Where symptoms are present, negative lateral flow tests are not acceptable.

HEADTEACHER

Well done to:

AWARDS

 Matilda Colborne - Star of the Week
for amazing beam work at Gymnastics

Well done to the following children

 Jayden Painter - Yellow belt at Karate
and Certificate

who have been presented with
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Headteacher Awards:


Naomi omowa



Alfie Patrick



Alfie Selway

Thank you for sharing your success with
the children at our Whole School
Assembly.

KITES CLASS
Mrs Brough is very proud of:
All the children in Kites class. They have
made a superb start to the year and are
proving to be incredible ambassadors for the
school in their work on Open Mornings/
Evening and are superb role models as
prefects.

ROBINS CLASS
Mrs Muller is very proud
of the children in Robins
Class. She took the
wreath the children made
for Remembrance Sunday
to St Peter’s Church, who
used it as part of the
service during the prayer
sessions.

LADYBIRDS CLASS
The children in Ladybirds Class have
all handmade and painted a diva lamp.
This is to help the children celebrate
and learn about the Hindu festival of
Light: Diwali.
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They also learnt the story of Rama and
Sita as part of our cultural activities.

YEAR 5 AND 6 BOYS FOOTBALL
MATCH REPORTS

YEAR 5 AND 6 GIRLS FOOTBALL
MATCH REPORTS

BY DYLAN AND HARRY

BY SOPHIE, ALEXIS AND NAOMI

Stepgates Vs Manorcroft
Monday 1st November 2021
Unfortunately, we lost 7 – 2 but it was our
best match yet, as we put up a very good fight.
Even when times were tough, we still kept our
heads high and that’s what made the game so
amazing to watch. Thank you to all the parents
and children for coming to watch and for being
so supportive. Also, a special mention to our
players for keeping their high tempo and never
giving up.

Stepgates Vs St Cuthbert’s
Monday 8th November 2021
This was our best game so far and even the
coach of the other team said we were a tough
team to beat. St Cuthbert’s scored a lucky goal
and in the last minute, we unfortunately scored
an own goal when making a superb attempt to
defend – making the final score 2-0 to St
Cuthbert’s. We were all in high spirits and
really enjoyed our first away game.

Stepgates Vs St Anne’s
Tuesday 2nd November 2021
On November 2nd, the girls football team played a
match against St Anne’s School and it was a really
exciting game!
Within the first ten minutes of the match, a goal
from our team had already been scored, which kept
the team going and to our surprise, we won 5 – 2.
Naomi scored 1 and Millie scored 4.
This was our first ever game as a team and we
worked really well by people supporting and good team
work, and of course, never giving up!
Stepgates Vs Ashley C of E School
Thursday 4th November 2021
We were a little nervous when the other team
arrived, as they had so many players, being a threeform entry school. We planned to maintain our
stamina as they had plenty of reserves to use. We
needn’t have worried, as we got into the flow of the
game and managed a tremendous win of 9 – 1. Millie
scored an incredible seven of these goals and Amelia
scored two.

The boys and girls would like to thank all the children, parents and Stepgates staff who have been
along to support us. We have played a lot of matches in a short space of time, but it has been exciting
to be able to compete against other schools again.
Mrs Brough is so proud of all the children and incredibly impressed with the way in which the children
have conducted themselves. It was a special moment when the boys (who were training at the time)
flooded the pitch at the end of the girls match to congratulate them. Well done everyone and thank you
so much for all your support!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Value we are learning
about this half term is…..

It’s cold
outside!!
Remember that just because it looks fine in the
morning, things can change by lunchtime and
your children may be outside for a considerable
time throughout the school day.
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Resilience

Children must wear a warm winter coat and hat
and gloves if they want them. If you would like
your child to wear boots to school, they must
bring in a spare pair of shoes to wear whilst
inside the school building.

Is your child starting school in September 2022?
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August
2018 you will need to apply for a school place between 1st November
2021 and 15th January 2022.
Apply online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions

COMPOSER OF THE MONTH

BOB MARLEY

ARTIST OF THE MONTH

HENRI MATISSE

(6 February 1945 – 11 May 1981)

(31 December 1869 – 3 November 1954)

Robert Nesta Marley OM was a
Jamaican singer, songwriter, and
musician. Considered one of the
pioneers of reggae, his musical career
was marked by fusing elements of
reggae, ska, and rocksteady, as well as
his distinctive vocal and song writing
style.

Henri Émile Benoît Matisse was a French
artist, known for both his use of colour and his
fluid and original draughtsmanship. He was a
draughtsman, printmaker, and sculptor, but is
known primarily as a painter.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
LUNCH
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Wednesday 15th December
If your child normally has a
packed lunch and would like to
have a Christmas lunch on
Wednesday 15th December,
please note the closing date
for Christmas lunch orders is
Friday 26th November.
Please see letter sent home
this week, dated 17th
November for further
information.

Thank you in advance
to Maurice Mandry
who has, once again,
very kindly offered to
donate a Christmas
tree to Stepgates
Community School.
A huge thank you to
Maurice, and to FOSS
who have offered to
decorate it.

DATES - 2021/2022
Autumn Term 2021
Friday 26th November

FOSS ‘Wear-what-you-like’ Mufti Day

Saturday 4th December

Chertsey Goose Fair

Monday 6th December

INSET Day - School closed

Tues 7th & Wed 8th December

FOSS ‘Elfridges’ Stall

Friday 10th December

Christmas Jumper Mufti Day
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Tues 14th & Wed 15th December Santa’s Grotto
Wed 15th December

Christmas Lunch followed by Pantomime ‘Snow White’

Friday 17th December

Last day of Autumn Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 20th Dec to Mon 3rd Jan

Christmas holidays

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January

INSET Day - School closed

Wednesday 5th January

Children return to school

Friday 11th February

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 14th to Fri 18th February

Half Term

Monday 21st February

INSET Day - School closed

Tuesday 22nd February

Children return to school

Friday 1st April

Last day of Spring Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 4th to Mon 18th April

Easter holidays

Summer Term 2022
ASSESSMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE DURING MAY; THEREFORE NO AUTHORISED ABSENCES
WILL BE GRANTED DURING THIS TIME
Tuesday 19th April

Children return to school

Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday - School closed

Friday 27th May

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June

Half Term

Monday 20th June

INSET Day - School closed

Tuesday 7th June

Children return to school

Friday 22nd July

Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

ADVERTISEMENTS
We are regularly asked if we can advertise a variety of external clubs, in the form of flyers/posters etc.
The following page(s) contain advertisement requests we have received from external clubs:
Please note - The advertisements are provided for your information only; they do not constitute an endorsement or
an approval by Stepgates Community School of any of the products, services or opinions of the corporation or
organisation or individual. Stepgates Community School bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or
content of the external site, or for that of subsequent links. Contact the external site for answers to questions
regarding its content.

