Issue 3 – 08.10.21
MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers
As I walk through school, it seems hard to believe the children (and staff) have experienced two
very challenging academic years; they have settled into their routines exceptionally well and are
enjoying their learning environment. It never ceases to amaze me how resilient our children are;
however, I would like to remind parents that, as always, your child’s welfare and well-being,
alongside their education, remains a priority at Stepgates.

As all parents/carers will be aware, I am working towards a less restrictive environment in school
and am excited to announce some of the wonderful events we are adding to the diary for the
children.
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Once again, it has been a pleasure to welcome parents into school; last week we held Parent ‘Dropin’ sessions for our Years 1 - 6 parents. These were introduced following feedback last year, and
were designed to give parents an opportunity to look through their child’s work and see their
classroom/learning environment. These sessions were a huge success and very well attended.

FOSS are busy organising their very successful Halloween Infant/Junior Disco which will be on
Monday 18th October and another ’Break the Rules Day’ (Further details to follow). I would like
to say a huge thank you to our FOSS members who dedicate their spare time and work tirelessly
supporting the children of Stepgates Community School.

We are also busy making plans for Christmas and I am delighted that all children will have an
opportunity to watch a pantomime in school this year. The children will enjoy their Christmas
lunch, followed by a performance of Snow White.
STAFFING UPDATE
I am delighted to announce that Mrs Steptoe (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) is expecting a
baby, which is due in March. Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Steptoe!

PARENT-TEACHER CONSULTATION MEETINGS
Again, following feedback, Parent-Teacher Consultation Meetings are being held virtually this
term. All parents have received information giving details of the date/time and how to join this
meeting. As these meetings are a valued opportunity for you to celebrate your child’s
achievements and support their learning, please contact your child’s class teacher if you are not
able to attend the meeting.
Finally, I am mindful that parents have also welcomed the opportunity to attend events in school;
please be assured I will continue to arrange ‘Events for Parents’ to attend, as often as possible.
Thank you for all your support, as always. I look forward to welcoming you into school.
Mrs T Ford
Headteacher
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WHOLE SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Hawks
and Ladybirds Classes for
the best attendance in the
last two weeks.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Well done to:



Hywel Lewis - Rugby Trophy ‘Star Player’
Jayden Painter - Judo Certificate for progress
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Thank you for sharing your success with the children at our Whole School
Assembly.

ARTIST OF THE MONTH

COMPOSER OF THE MONTH

Sean Charmatz

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Born: 28 August 1980 (age 41 years)

(27 January 1756 – 5 December 1791)

Sean Charmatz is an artist and
animator from California, who is currently a
director at DreamWorks. He has worked in
the animation industry since 2005 and has
most notably served as a writer and director
on SpongeBob SquarePants, in addition to
designing, storyboarding, and developing
shows for Disney and DreamWorks.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart baptised as Johannes
Chrysostomus Wolfgangus Theophilus Mozart.
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a musician
capable of playing multiple instruments who started
playing in public at the age of 6. Over the years,
Mozart aligned himself with a variety of European
venues and patrons, composing hundreds of works
that included sonatas, symphonies, masses,
chamber music, concertos and operas, marked by
vivid emotion and sophisticated textures.

EASYFUNDRAISING
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you
could be raising a free donation for Friends of Stepgates School?
There are over 4,000 retailers on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva,
GoCompare, eBay, Argos and Sainsbury’s; the list is huge and it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's really simple, all you have to do is:
1. Join. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stepgates/ and sign up for free.
2. Shop. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first, pick the retailer you want and start
shopping.
3. Raise. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra cost
whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Friends of Stepgates School will be really gratefu l for your
donations.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

If you are sending your child in with a
packed lunch containing grapes, please
read the following carefully ……
Did you know whole grapes are a dangerous
choking hazard for babies, toddlers and young
children?
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Grapes can be a healthy treat for young
children, but they're also the third most
common cause of death among children who
die in food-related choking incidents.

Due to the size, shape and texture of grapes
they can be hazardous for small children,
whose airways can get blocked when they try
to swallow them. Unfortunately, a lack of
awareness of this danger has led to severe
choking and even deaths in youngsters as the
usual first aid procedures are less likely to
work.
To prevent any problems, slice grapes in half or ideally quarters - lengthways. Cutting them
this way makes them thinner so they're able to
pass through small windpipes more easily.
Grapes cut in half along the width can still get
lodged in children's throats so this should be
avoided at all times.

Please see below useful information regarding an APP called ‘Hollie Guard’

Hollie Guard is an app that can track a person’s location as they make their way home, exercising, or
simply going about their day-to-day tasks. If at any point they feel unsafe, a shake of the phone will
send an alert to a group of pre-set contacts to warn them that they may be in danger.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
OPEN MORNINGS AND OPEN EVENING
FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS
From September 2021, we are delighted to be able to welcome visitors back to our
site and welcome all prospective parents to come and see our wonderful school.
Our Open Morning and Open Evening tours will be held on the following dates:

Tours at 9.30am and 11.00am
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Tuesday 19th October
Tuesday 9th November
Wednesday 10th November

Tuesday 9th November
between 5pm and 7pm
Please contact the school office either by telephone (01932 563022) or email
(events@stepgates.surrey.sch.uk) to book a slot, specifying which day and time.
All visits must be booked in advance

Is your child starting school in September 2022?
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018
you will need to apply for a school place between 1st November 2021 and
15th January 2022.
Apply online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions

Is your child in Year 6?
If your child was born between 1st September 2010 and 31st August 2011

you will need to apply for a secondary school place by 31st October 2021.
Apply online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions

IMPORTANT REMINDER
If your child has a new continuous cough or a high temperature (above 38C), or a loss
of (or change in) their normal sense of taste or smell, they must get a PCR TEST
before they can return to school. Where symptoms are present, negative lateral
flow tests are not acceptable.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
ONLINE SAFETY
The internet is amazing. Children can play, learn, create and
connect - opening up a whole world of exciting possibilities. But
with the digital world changing all the time, how can you make
sure your child’s staying safe?
Just a reminder that you can find information on online safety on
the school website.

SCHOOL HARVEST COLLECTION 2021
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We are accepting donations for the School Harvest Collection 2021.
We would be grateful if you could, please, send any donations in
with your child by Monday 18th October.
Thank you.

DATES - 2021/2022
Autumn Term 2021
Monday 18th October

FOSS Infant/Junior Halloween Disco

Thursday 21st October

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Fri 22nd to Fri 29th October

Half Term

Monday 1st November

Children return to school

Monday 6th December

INSET Day - School closed

Friday 17th December

Last day of Autumn Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 20th Dec to Mon 3rd Jan

Christmas holidays
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Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January

INSET Day - School closed

Wednesday 5th January

Children return to school

Friday 11th February

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 14th to Fri 18th February

Half Term

Monday 21st February

INSET Day - School closed

Tuesday 22nd February

Children return to school

Friday 1st April

Last day of Spring Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 4th to Mon 18th April

Easter holidays

Summer Term 2022
ASSESSMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE DURING MAY; THEREFORE NO AUTHORISED ABSENCES
WILL BE GRANTED DURING THIS TIME
Tuesday 19th April

Children return to school

Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday - School closed

Friday 27th May

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June

Half Term

Monday 6th June

INSET Day - School closed (tbc)

Tuesday 7th June

Children return to school

Friday 22nd July

Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

