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MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers

I remain hopeful that we will continue to work towards normality in school. However, as mentioned
in my letter of 3rd September, the Risk Assessment will remain a live document and the
Leadership Team will review and amend the Risk Assessment over the coming days, weeks and
months, as seen this week with ’tweaks’ to drop off and pick up. As we undertake this process, it
is important that you understand we may need to alter our procedures in light of the changing
circumstances; our priority will always be to mitigate the risk for our pupils and staff.
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I am very pleased to welcome you back to a new school year. I am also very pleased to welcome
our new children and their families to Stepgates this term. The children have settled very well
with their new class teachers; they remain fully engaged, happy and their behaviour has been
exemplary. It is wonderful to walk through school and see the children enjoying their learning in
a less restrictive environment.

STAFFING
This term I am delighted to extend a warm welcome to Miss Bethany Aira who is our new Year 4
teacher. I am sure that she will soon feel part of the Stepgates team.
IMPORTANT REMINDER
If your child has a new continuous cough or a high temperature (above 38C), or a loss of (or
change in) their normal sense of taste or smell, they must get a PCR TEST before they can
return to school. Where symptoms are present, negative lateral flow tests are not acceptable.
THANK YOU
I would like to extend a huge thank you on behalf of the staff at Stepgates for all the cards and
gifts we received at the end of term. It is always sad to see the children we have worked closely
with moving up to a new class or school but it is good to know that they have such happy memories
to take with them as they grow up.

AMENDMENT TO OCTOBER HALF TERM DATE
We have been advised by Surrey County Council that for community and voluntary controlled
schools, Friday 22nd October 2021 is a holiday in lieu of the additional Platinum Jubilee Bank
Holiday on Friday 3rd June 2022 which falls in the summer half-term break. Therefore, children
will finish school at normal time on Thursday 21st October 2021 for half term and return to
school on Monday 1st November 2021.
JEANS FOR GENES DAY
On Friday 17th September we will be supporting Jeans for Genes Day. If your child would like to
participate they should come to school wearing their school shirt, tie, jumper/cardigan with jeans
and trainers/shoes.
UNIFORM
Thank you very much for sending the children back to school looking so smart. If you still need to
buy new uniform then please order online at www.sportsofaddlestone@btconnect.com
(telephone number 01932 849333). Just a reminder, PE kit is a red T-shirt with logo, black
shorts and trainers. During the colder months the children are asked to wear black tracksuit
bottoms and a red round neck sweatshirt. Please make sure that everything is named as it is
so much easier to return it to its owner!
Once again, I would like to extend my gratitude for your continuing support. I am looking forward
to a happy and successful year working together. I would also like to say a huge thank you to the
parents, children and staff of Stepgates Community School, for making the start to the new term
such a success.
Mrs T Ford
Headteacher

SUMMER TERM

GOVERNORS’ ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
I am delighted to announce that the following children were presented with Governors’
Achievement Awards for their achievements last term:
INFANTS TERMLY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:

Edward (Teddy) Jackson-Eeles for a committed and consistent proactive approach towards
his learning this year
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Adriana Griggs Stevens for increased resilience and confidence, overcoming many barriers

JUNIORS TERMLY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:
Freya Thiart for a committed, proactive approach towards her learning
Henry Pozo for a fantastic attitude to all his learning and for making excellent progress
SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS WERE PRESENTED TO:
Infants: Kyffin Carpenter for his resilience and determination within Forest Schools
sessions
Juniors: Amelia Wallace for her improvements and efforts within swimming lessons

THE ARTS AWARDS WERE PRESENTED TO:
Infants: Daphne Coleman-Parker for producing some fantastic art work this term
Juniors: Holly Duddy for fantastic contribution and participation in the year 6 production
where she gave excellent performances
PENNY WISE SWIMMING AWARD WAS PRESENTED TO:

Jack Ramsbottom for excellent progress in swimming
CAPPIELLO CUP FOR READING WAS PRESENTED TO:
Summer Allen for outstanding achievement in reading this academic year

INFANT OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:
Naomi Wellington
JUNIOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:
Emilia Philpott

Congratulations to these children for their hard work and enthusiasm.

Well done to:


Alannah Brough - Summer Reading
Challenge Certificate



Elizabeth Langridge - 9th Kyu at Karate
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Thank you for sharing your success with the
children at our Whole School Assembly.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Is your child starting school in September 2022?
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018
you will need to apply for a school place between 1st November 2021 and

15th January 2022.
Apply online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions

Is your child in Year 6?
If your child was born between 1st September 2010 and 31st August 2011
you will need to apply for a secondary school place by 31st October 2021.
Apply online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions

SCHOOL DINNERS
We would like to remind parents that we require one week’s notice if you
would like to change from packed lunch to school dinners or school dinners to
packed lunch. Unfortunately we are not able to change on a daily basis.
Should you have any queries regarding school dinners, please do not hesitate
to contact the school office.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Our Value for this
Half Term is
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Collaboration

ARTIST OF THE MONTH

COMPOSER OF THE MONTH

Dame Phyllida Barlow DBE RA

John Williams

(Born 4th April 1944)

(Born 8th February 1932)

Dame Phyllida Barlow DBE RA is a British
artist. Barlow studied at Chelsea College of
Art (1960–63) and the Slade School of Art
(1963–66). After joining the staff in the late
1960s, Barlow taught at the Slade School of
Art for more than forty years before retiring in
2009 and is now Emerita Professor of Fine Art.
Phyllida Barlow has had an important influence
on younger generations of artists through her
work and long teaching career in London art
schools. At the Slade School of Fine Art, her
students included Turner Prize-winning and
nominated artists Rachel Whiteread and Angela
de la Cruz. In 2017, Barlow represented Great
Britain at the Venice Biennale.

John Towner Williams is an American
composer, conductor, pianist and trombonist. In
a career that has spanned nearly seven
decades, he has composed some of the most
popular, recognizable, and critically
acclaimed film scores in cinematic history.
Williams has won 25 Grammy Awards,
seven British Academy Film Awards,
five Academy Awards, and four Golden Globe
Awards. With 52 Academy Award nominations,
he is the second most-nominated individual,
after Walt Disney. His compositions are
considered the epitome of film music. In 2005,
the American Film Institute selected Williams's
score to 1977's Star Wars as the greatest film
score of all time. The Library of Congress also
entered the Star Wars soundtrack into
the National Recording Registry for being
"culturally, historically, or aesthetically
significant".

DATES - 2021/2022
Autumn Term 2021
Fri 17th September

Jeans for Genes Day

Thursday 21st October (please

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

note change of date)
Fri 22nd to Fri 29th October

Half Term

Monday 1st November

Children return to school

Monday 6th December

INSET Day - School closed

Friday 17th December

Last day of Autumn Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 20th Dec to Mon 3rd Jan

Christmas holidays
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Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January

INSET Day - School closed

Wednesday 5th January

Children return to school

Friday 11th February

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 14th to Fri 18th February

Half Term

Monday 21st February

INSET Day - School closed

Tuesday 22nd February

Children return to school

Friday 1st April

Last day of Spring Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 4th to Mon 18th April

Easter holidays

Summer Term 2022
ASSESSMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE DURING MAY; THEREFORE NO AUTHORISED ABSENCES
WILL BE GRANTED DURING THIS TIME
Tuesday 19th April

Children return to school

Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday - School closed

Friday 27th May

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June

Half Term

Monday 6th June

INSET Day - School closed (to be confirmed)

Tuesday 7th June

Children return to school

Friday 22nd July

Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

INSET DAYS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021/2022
Please note school will be closed for INSET Day on the following dates
this academic year:
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Monday 6th December 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 21st February 2022
Monday 6th June 2022 (tbc)

ADVERTISEMENTS
We are regularly asked if we can advertise a variety of external clubs, in the form of flyers/posters etc. To
support their businesses we will endeavour to add as many as we can to Headlines.
The following page(s) contain requests we have received.
Please note - The advertisements are provided for your information only; they do not constitute an endorsement or
an approval by Stepgates Community School of any of the products, services or opinions of the corporation or
organisation or individual. Stepgates Community School bears no responsibility for the accuracy, legality or
content of the external site, or for that of subsequent links. Contact the external site for answers to questions
regarding its content.

We are recruiting Volunteers
Do you have 2-3 hours a week to provide
support to a local family with young children?
Do you remember those early years
bringing up young children?
Sometimes it can be a struggle for all sorts
of reasons and families often need a bit of
practical and emotional support.
Your experiences of being a parent might be the
vital support a family needs.
We are also particularly looking for volunteers for a new
perinatal project to provide volunteer support to first time
mums pre- and post-birth.

T 01483 740367
E info@homestartraw.org
W www.homestartraw.org
Registered Charity No 1128932
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Cooking fun!
12 delicious recipes to enjoy
making and eating, from soup to
cookies - for free!
Join us on Wednesdays
from 6th October,10 am - 12.30 pm
For 6 weeks with a break for half term on 27th Oct

The Beacon, 95 Guildford Street
Chertsey, KT16 9AS
Contact Helen Bunclark
Eatwellspendless@runnymede.foodbank.org.uk
or Runnymede foodbank 01932 943056
for more details and to book a place
Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1095763

