Issue 7 – 17.12.21
MESSAGE FROM MRS FORD, HEADTEACHER

Dear Parents/Carers

This has been a very busy term and I am delighted the children, and parents, have been able to
participate in a range of exciting activities.
As you know, I have been inviting parents into school as often as possible and it was with a very
heavy heart I made the difficult decision to move this year’s Nativity performance to ’virtual’.
Thank you to all parents who have passed on messages of support and understanding with this
decision. I know it is disappointing but I hope that later in the year we might be able to have
some live performances involving the children.

•
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I would like to take this opportunity to say a very big thank you to the following:

•
•
•
•
•

Firstly, thank you to the children! They remain happy and engaged. I am very pleased with
their behaviour and attitudes to learning.
Thank you to all staff at Stepgates Community School for their dedication and commitment
to the children.
A huge thank you to all parents for your continued support! I would also like to say thank
you for all the lovely gifts parents have donated. This is a very generous gesture and much
appreciated by the staff.
Thank you to all Governors who continue to devote their time to Stepgates.
Thank you to FOSS for organising the many events and activities this term.
Thank you to Father Christmas for taking time out of his busy schedule to visit the
children on Wednesday!

REMINDER - INSET DAY TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY 2022
School will be closed on Tuesday, 4th January for an INSET Day. I look forward to seeing the
children on Wednesday, 5th January 2022.
Whilst the news regarding the latest COVID variant is concerning, I remain hopeful and look
forward to welcoming you all back in January. In the meantime, I would like to wish you and your
families a peaceful Christmas holiday. I hope you all remain safe and well.

Mrs T Ford
Headteacher

WHOLE SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE
Congratulations to Hawks
Class for the best
attendance in the last two
weeks

Ladybirds
Butterflies
Grasshoppers
Falcons
Hawks

Owls
Kites

29th Nov - 3rd Dec

6th-10th Dec

92.2%
92.5%

92.4%
93.4%

83.4%
94.9%

91.2%
88.3%

91.1%
96.2%
93.0%
94.1%

92.0%
96.0%
92.0%
93.8%

HEADTEACHER AWARDS

AUTUMN TERM
GOVERNORS’
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
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I am delighted to announce that the
following children have been presented
with Governors’ Achievement Awards
for their achievements in Autumn
term:

Well done to the following children who
have been presented with Headteacher
Awards:








Isaac Khoo
Diego Cavaco
Alfie Lee
Harrison Milton
Charlie Clark
Julia Ksiazek
Kyffin Carpenter

Infants
Sean Paul Selway
Lilly Benyon
Juniors
Jack Bicknell
Lily-Louise Broughton

Sporting Achievement Awards were
presented to:

SCHOOL COUNCIL VIRTUAL TRIP
School Council recently took part in a Virtual Trip, to
learn about our UK parliament. It was really interesting
learning about how parliament is run and how different
people get voted in by the public to become MP’s. We
also learnt about the qualities and skills needed to
become an MP.
‘ We learnt lots about our UK parliament and learnt about
the House of Lords and the House of Commons’ This
was a great and enjoyable opportunity for our School
Council, and gave them some great tips on how to be
fantastic representatives for all of our children in school.

Ezra Nelson-Foss - For his outstanding
contribution to football
Millie Nelson - For her outstanding
contribution to football and her skills
in the netball club
The Arts Awards were

KITES CLASS
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
SLIPPER PROJECT

presented to:
Alexa Stewart - For outstanding
effort in Art / DT this term
Daniel Hollis - For his enthusiasm and
confidence within his Music lessons
this term

As part of our Design and Technology learning, Kites
Class have designed and produced our own
Christmas slippers. We created four designs and,
choosing our favourite, calculated the cost of
materials and set about using different sewing
techniques to create these.

KITES CLASS
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EVACUEE DAY - FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2021

When we arrived at school, the date on the board was 1st September, 1939. We gathered our gas
masks and prepared the luggage labels with our names on, which we attached to our clothes. Mrs
Brough told us to line up and to make sure we were prompt, as we didn’t want to miss our train.
Lining up in twos, we walked down to the train station (the playground) and boarded the train.
Waving goodbye, we settled ourselves for the long journey to the countryside.
On arrival, we disembarked the train and made our way to the village hall (our school hall) where we
were greeted by the Billeting Officer. We sat on the floor in the village hall and waited to be
collected by locals who would provide us with our new homes. There, we met Mrs Tibble (the vicar’s
wife), Mrs Carter (Mrs Bond – the village mum), Ms Doyle (a land girl) and Ms Whitfield (Lady of
the Manor). Each introduced themselves and took us to their homes (Mrs Tibble took her group
straight to church). Once we arrived, we were shown where we would be sleeping and were soon
assigned our chores (some of us were lucky to receive bread and jam!). It certainly was interesting
getting used to country life! A few of the groups gathered back in the village hall and gave an
impromptu rendition of, We’ll meet again and The White Cliffs of Dover, which we had been learning
in our music lessons, as well as learning dances such as the Lambeth walk in our dance lessons.
After break, we returned to our classroom where we made postcards (whilst listening to war time
songs) which we sent to our mums and dads. In the afternoon, we watched Goodnight Mister Tom,
which is the text we are studying in class.
Here are some quotes from Kites:
“We loved the experience and it gave us great insight to what it was like for the children who were
evacuated.”
“We had to milk cows right after breakfast on the farm and sometimes in the evening!”
“We had to catch the chickens and everyone went to church.”
“It was amazing because we got to experience the life of an evacuee. We learnt a lot from that.”
“The thing I enjoyed the most was the experience of being an evacuee.”
“It was cool and we learnt about how it happened and what you would do. We had lots of fun and
learnt a lot about WW2. It was good to use our imaginations too.”
“Being picked to go to different homes was an interesting experience. We all sang songs and went to
church. Ms Whitfield got us to clean her mansion and some of us got to play piano in church with
Mrs Tibble.”
“We were all wearing costumes so we all got into character – including the adults!”

Mrs Brough would like to thank the parents/carers of Kites Class for providing such fantastic
costumes, the Year 6 Team for really embracing this event and getting into character and of course
all the children for engaging so brilliantly in this learning opportunity.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
‘Elfridges’
(Santa’s Gift Stall)
A very big thank you to all the ladies from FOSS for organising Santa’s Gift Stall - ’Elfridges’ on Tuesday
7th and Wednesday 8th which were a huge success, raising an amazing £561 (approximately).
We would also like to say a very big thank you to parents for their contributions, enabling the children to
buy their gifts. The money raised will be put towards the very many activities and resources FOSS contribute towards each year.
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Thank you from all the staff and children.

FESTIVITIES IN SCHOOL
This week the children and staff have been celebrating the last few days of the
Autumn Term.
Wednesday 15th December was a very busy festive day in school.
The children were invited to wear a Christmas jumper with donations going
towards ’Save the Children Fund’. We saw some wonderful Christmas jumpers and
raised £140.74 for this very worthy cause. Thank you to all parents for their
continued support.
The children enjoyed their Christmas lunch and were very excited to receive a
visit from Father Christmas. This was followed by a Pantomime performed by
Troubadour, who presented their version of ’Snow White’, much to the delight of
our Key Stage 1 children.

Is your child starting school in September 2022?
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August
2018 you will need to apply for a school place between
1st November 2021 and 15th January 2022.
Apply online at www.surreycc.gov.uk/admissions

ONLINE SAFETY
Christmas is the time of year when many of you may receive electronic items (tablets/mobile
telephones etc) as gifts. Please be mindful of child safety and ensure child filters are in
operation.

DATES - 2021/2022
Autumn Term 2021
Friday 17th December

Last day of Autumn Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 20th Dec to Mon 3rd Jan

Christmas holidays

INSET DAY TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY 2022 - SCHOOL CLOSED
School starts again Wednesday 5th January 2022 at 8:50am
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January

INSET Day - School closed

Wednesday 5th January

Children return to school

Friday 11th February

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 14th to Fri 18th February

Half Term

Monday 21st February

INSET Day - School closed

Tuesday 22nd February

Children return to school

Friday 1st April

Last day of Spring Term - Children finish at 1:00pm

Mon 4th to Mon 18th April

Easter holidays

Summer Term 2022
ASSESSMENTS WILL TAKE PLACE DURING MAY; THEREFORE NO AUTHORISED ABSENCES
WILL BE GRANTED DURING THIS TIME
Tuesday 19th April

Children return to school

Monday 2nd May

Bank Holiday - School closed

Friday 27th May

Last day of term - Children finish at normal time

Mon 30th May to Fri 3rd June

Half Term

Monday 6th June

Children return to school

Monday 20th June

INSET Day - School closed

Friday 22nd July

Last day of Summer term - Children finish at 1:00pm

ADVERTISEMENTS
We are regularly asked if we can advertise a variety of external clubs, in the form of flyers/posters etc.
The following page(s) contain advertisement requests we have received from external clubs:
Please note - The advertisements are provided for your information only; they do not constitute an
endorsement or an approval by Stepgates Community School of any of the products, services or opinions
of the corporation or organisation or individual. Stepgates Community School bears no responsibility for
the accuracy, legality or content of the external site, or for that of subsequent links. Contact the external
site for answers to questions regarding its content.

Inloco fundraiser - help us raise £200
We've signed up to a fundraiser with the childcare community Inloco. They'll donate £2 for
every new member who joins Inloco and adds our school to their profile. You can find out
more and join for free at www.myinloco.com. Please share this with your friends and the
babysitters and local childcarers you know and trust so we can raise more funds for the
school.
About Inloco:
Inloco’s been created by two mums to help families find the flexible childcare they need to
thrive. The community connects local friends, families and childcarers – bringing people
together on a simple, trusted platform. Whether it’s for babysitting, after school help or holiday help, Inloco can help. Follow and find out more here @inloco.childcare

