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Leaming and Growing Together





Homework Policy
Mission Statement

At Stepgates Community School everyone has the opportunity to learn and grow together, as independent, enthusiastic and confident learners, in a creative, healthy and safe environment. 

This policy is based on our Mission Statement and Aims for our school.

Aims of this Policy 

· To provide guidance on the setting of homework and ensure consistency in homework 
      provision across the school

· To help parents understand the value of homework and become active partners in their children’s learning.
Relationship to other documents & policies

· Curriculum Policy
· Homework Procedures
· Learning and Teaching Policy

· Equalities, Diversity and Community Cohesion Policy

· Marking Policy

· Presentation Policy

· Monitoring and Evaluation Policy

Introduction

At Stepgates we define ‘homework’ widely to mean any work or activities which children are asked to do outside lesson time without the guidance of teachers. It is usually done with the support of parents or carers and is an opportunity for adults, other than teachers, to become active partners in supporting learning. 
Purpose of Homework
We believe that homework should:

· consolidate, reinforce and extend children’s learning in the classroom;
· encourage independence and responsibility;
· be enjoyable for the children and motivate them to share their learning with parents/carers;
· give opportunities for parents and carers to take an active role in their child’s education;
· foster good study habits, including research and presentation skills;
· contribute to raising children’s achievement;
· prepare for the next stage of education.
Roles and responsibilities

Class teachers will:
- promote the value and importance of homework;

- set regular and appropriate homework activities, with clear instructions and expectations;

- plan homework activities relevant to their classroom lessons, which are specific and differentiated for children at different ages or stages;
- choose a variety of activities that motivate and encourage enthusiasm in the children;
- give children written or oral feedback within lessons; 

- value and monitor homework set;
- praise and reward children who complete homework tasks to encourage regular and 
  successful commitment to homework e.g stickers, team points;
- include homework activities in classroom displays; 

- encourage children to attend Homework Club to complete activities on time; 
- respond to any comments by parents, either written or verbal; 
- keep parents informed when more than 3 homework tasks are not completed.
Children will:

- be responsible for putting tasks in Homework folder and make sure that they know what is required of them;
- take pride in their work and complete activities to the best of their ability;

- complete and hand in homework activities on time;
- understand the links between homework and class work;
- complete homework tasks set in their absence, wherever possible. (If child is ill they  
should ask the teacher for homework set and be given the same amount of time to complete the task as other children);
- when in the Juniors, attend Golden Time detention to complete homework not handed        
   in on the due date;

- attend Homework Club for help if they have difficulty completing homework tasks at  home.

Parent/Carers will:
- provide a quiet space at home for their child to complete their homework. If this is  
difficult, parents should contact staff for support;
- ensure children have sufficient time to complete activities set; 

- praise and encourage their child to take pride in their homework;
- encourage children of all ages to read as much and as widely as possible;
- record comments on activities set on their child’s homework. 
Equal Opportunities

·  Homework will be set for all children.
·  Facilities are available in school to support those children without facilities at   
 home to complete homework set e.g. Homework Club
·  Content of tasks should motivate and reflect the varying interests of the children, regardless of gender or culture.
·  Homework set should be differentiated, challenging, but achievable for all 
 children.

Monitoring and Evaluation

Teachers will:

- record homework not completed each week and liaise with parents when more than 3 homework tasks are not completed. 
Curriculum Leaders will: 

- regularly monitor and evaluate homework set by class teachers to ensure that it is manageable by both children and staff, and provide feedback to staff. 
Governors will:

- include homework as a discussion point when making visits to Curriculum leaders and include a comment in their report to governors. 
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